
Auditions are set for the Grand Prairie Arts Council’s production of In the Heights 

PRODUCTION STAFF: 

Artistic Director: Lon Barerra  
Music Director: Kristin Spires 
Choreographer: Christian Houston 
Stage Manager/Asst. Director: Jacob Rivera-Sanchez 
Light Design: Kyle Harris  
Sound Design: Mark Howard 
Costume Design: TBD 
Set Design: Matt Betz 

AUDITION DATES: 

Please attend one of the following dates: 
Monday, March 28: 7:00pm - 9:00pm  
Tuesday, March 29: 7:00pm – 9:00pm 

 
CALLBACKS: Saturday, April 2nd  3:00pm 

Schedule an audition time using the link on the audition page of the GPAC website: 
www.artsgp.org. Appointments will be given priority. Walk-ins are welcome and will be taken as 
time allows.  

We highly encourage those who have not been vaccinated or those who would like to do so for 
their comfort, to wear a mask at auditions. All participants will have their temperature taken at 
the door. 

AUDITION LOCATION: 

Veteran's Park Event Center, 925 Conover Drive, Grand Prairie, 75051 

*** across the street from the Grand Prairie Memorial Library *** 

SHOW SYNOPSIS 

In the Heights is a musical with concept, music, and lyrics by Lin-Manuel Miranda and 
a book by Quiara Alegría Hudes. The story centers on a variety of characters living in the 
neighborhood of Washington Heights, on the northern tip of Manhattan. At the center of the 
show is Usnavi, a bodega owner who looks after the aging Cuban lady next door, pines for the 
gorgeous girl working in the neighboring beauty salon and dreams of winning the lottery and 
escaping to the shores of his native Dominican Republic. Meanwhile, Nina, a childhood friend of 
Usnavi’s, has returned to the neighborhood from her first year at college with surprising news for 
her parents, who have spent their life savings on building a better life for their daughter. 
Ultimately, Usnavi and the residents of the close-knit neighborhood get a dose of what it means 
to be home.  

 

http://www.artsgp.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lin-Manuel_Miranda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_(musical_theatre)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quiara_Alegr%C3%ADa_Hudes


AUDITION DETAILS: 

We are Strongly suggesting Latinx and Afro-Latinx actors attend to help bring this story to life. 
An audition form can be filled out ahead of time using the link on the GPAC website audition 
page: www.artsgp.org 

AUDITION WILL INCLUDE:  

MUSIC: Please prepare an upbeat song in the style of the show that best showcases your 
range. Pianist will be provided. Please bring music in the correct key. Prepare 16 to 32 bars for 
your audition.  No backing or karaoke tracks/recordings or acapella auditions, please. 

COLD READ: from the Script. Sides will be provided when you arrive. 

DANCE: will be at the callbacks on Saturday (4/2) by invitation only 

REHEARSALS: Begin Early May.  Rehearsals are generally run Mondays - Thursdays, 7:00PM 

- 10:00PM & Saturdays/Sundays as needed.  

A tentative calendar will be available at auditions. Please be sure to list ALL conflicts on your 
audition form. Rehearsals are at GPAC's rehearsal space at the Veteran's Park Event Center. 
Rehearsals move to the Uptown Theater ~2 weeks before the show opens. 

PERFORMANCES:  

Thu, June 16 (Preview Night) at 8:00PM 
Fri, June 17 at 8:00PM 
Sat, June 18 at 8:00PM 
Sun, June 19 at 2:00PM 
Fri, June 24 at 8:00PM 
Sat, June 25 at 2:00PM & 8:00PM 
Sun, June 26 at 2:00PM (Followed by Strike) 
 

COVID19 Protocol Agreements: All cast and crew will be expected to follow Covid19 

protocols set forth by the Grand Prairie Arts Council in agreement with Grand Prairie Parks, Arts 
& Recreation. This includes potentially wearing masks when deemed necessary and daily 
temperature checks. GPAC will be frequently updating Covid protocols as the CDC updates 
safety recommendations. 
 
For everyone’s safety and to ensure the show’s success, we highly recommend that eligible 
cast and crew members be vaccinated for Covid19.  
 

CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS 

 Usnavi de la Vega (Male Lead – Baritone) is the narrator of the musical's exposition and a major 

character throughout; he is the owner of a small bodega in Washington Heights called De La 
Vega Bodega. He was originally played by Lin-Manuel Miranda, songwriter of the musical. He 
was named after one of the first sights his parents saw when they arrived in America, a ship with 
the sign "US Navy" on it. Abuela Claudia, the neighborhood matriarch, "practically raised" him 

http://www.artsgp.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exposition_(narrative)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodega_(store)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lin-Manuel_Miranda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy


when his parents both died during his early childhood. He dreams of moving to the Dominican 
Republic. He is in love with Vanessa. 

 Nina Rosario (Female Lead – Soprano) is an intelligent girl, and the first in her family to go to 

college (Stanford University), and everyone in the barrio admires her as the "one who made it 
out." However, she returns home from school for the summer to reluctantly tell her parents that 
she has become overburdened and dropped out. She is the typical "good girl" and always got 
along with her parents. Upon arriving back home, though, she loses patience constantly over her 
father's overprotectiveness and his refusal to accept Benny, with whom she gets into a romantic 
relationship. 

 Benny (Male Lead - Tenor ) works at the dispatch of Nina's father, Kevin. The only character in 

the play who does not speak Spanish, Benny falls in love with Nina. He dreams of opening his 
own business. 

 Vanessa Morales (Female Lead - Mezzo-Soprano)  is Usnavi's love interest who works at 

Daniela's salon. She is stunningly beautiful and catches the eye of every guy in the Heights; 
however, she takes interest in Usnavi. She lives with an alcoholic mother and dreams of getting 
out of the barrio and getting an apartment downtown but cannot yet afford it. 

 "Abuela" Claudia (Female Lead - Alto ) ("abuela" means "grandmother" in Spanish) is the loving 

matriarch of the barrio who is like a grandmother to all. She is the one who looked after Usnavi 
when his parents died. She and her mother moved from Cuba to New York in 1943 while she 
was a child. She worked as a maid for several years but never earned the money for her and her 
mother to travel home. 

 Sonny de la Vega (Male Supporting - Tenor ) is Usnavi's sassy, superficially lazy, yet ambitious 

younger cousin who works with Usnavi in the bodega. He is a jokester, and has an intelligent 
and thoughtful side that yearns for social justice. 

 Daniela (Female Supporting - Alto ) is the outrageously dramatic owner of the salon where the 

neighborhood girls come to gossip. She is very bold and loud and loves to banter. 

 Carla (Female Supporting - Soprano ) works at Daniela's salon along with Vanessa, and is 

Daniela's close friend; young and pretty, but a little slow to get the others' jokes and innuendos, 
she is of Chilean, Cuban, Dominican, and Puerto Rican descent. 

 Kevin Rosario (Male Supporting - Baritone ) is Nina's overprotective father, who, coming from a 

long line of farmers, has worked hard to resist following in his own father's footsteps. He now 
owns his own taxi cab service: Rosario's. 

 Camila Rosario (Female Supporting - Mezzo-Soprano ) is Nina's strong-willed mother, who wants 

what is best for Nina. She is typically tolerant of Kevin's control issues, but in the course of the 
show, reveals her real feelings. 

 Piragua Guy (Piragüero) (Male Featured – Tenor) is the owner of a small piragua stand that 

competes with Mister Softee. 

 Graffiti Pete (Male Featured - Tenor, Baritone, Bass, Bass-Baritone ) is a graffiti artist. He is good 

friends with Sonny and is one of the few characters who acknowledge Sonny's dreams. 
Usnavi believes Pete is a trouble-making vandal (constantly referring to him as a 'punk'), until 
Pete reveals his amazing skills as an artist. 

 Ensemble: (Either Gender - Soprano, Mezzo-Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Baritone, Bass, Bass-Baritone) 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barrio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piragua_(food)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graffiti
https://stageagent.com/characters/3338/in-the-heights/ensemble

